
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF MEETING –DECEMBER 14, 2017 
(Please visit the WPS website for detailed and official meeting minutes.) 

 

● Student Representative to the School Committee (SC), Darcie Coleman, reported on academic, 

athletic and extracurricular activities at Walpole High School (WHS). 

● The Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) informed the District they passed over 

Walpole’s Statement of Interest citing more severe needs in 15 school districts across the State.  

MSBA encouraged Walpole Public Schools to make adjustments and re-submit for consideration next 

year.  They also noted that Walpole received advanced consideration but there was not enough money 

to fund more than 15 projects. 

o Dr. Lynch and Mrs. Gallivan indicated it’s unusual for a District to be selected the first and 

second year of submittal.  It is also important to note the proposals submitted are not the 

final action option for addressing existing school buildings condition and overcrowding. 

● Mike Friscia updated the SC on Goal 5 of the Strategic Plan.  Goal 5 is as follows: 

5. To identify, secure and responsibly manage district resources to support educational 

objectives of the district. 

5.1 Identify needs based 21st Century learning skills and the impact these learning 

skills have on current or future middle and high school facilities 

5.2 Promote awareness and advocate for state and community support of the 

recommendations made for the facilities necessary to accommodate 21st Century 

learning 

5.3 Promote the safety and welfare of all members of the Walpole School community 

5.4 Develop, utilize, and support a high-quality, skillful, and knowledgeable staff, 

faculty, and administration 

5.5 Obtain predictable and sustainable funding for educational programs, services, and 

facilities 

● The SC voted to submit a memo to the Board of Selectmen regarding FY ’19 budget concerns (see 

attached public document). 

●  A total of $100,000, spanning 65 scholarships, were awarded to recent Town of Walpole High 

School graduates attending college. The source of funding is from Trust Funds established by 

four families: Fales, Leach, Kunde and Rogers. We are very proud of graduates and it was a 

pleasure to review the applications and award these scholarships. 

● Dr. Lynch indicated the WPS Strategic Plan Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 8, 2018 at 

the Walpole Public Library.  Each year the Strategic Plan group meets to define the mission, vision, 

guiding beliefs, goals and objectives for the District for the next three to five years.  The participation 

of SC, Administration, teachers, Town Department Heads, parents, community members and students 

is a key factor to the success of the Strategic Plan.  In the event of inclement weather, February 15, 

2018 will be a backup date.  

● Communications Workshop Meeting, Policy Subcommittee Meeting (see attached Policy KE –Public 

Complaints), SC/Leadership Council Budget Workshop Meeting and Curriculum Subcommittee 

Meeting were all recently held.  Summaries of each of these meetings were provided. 

● The next regular SC Meeting will be January 11, 2018. 

 


